Controls 
Stiffened 
In Brazil 

Ex-President ' 
Kubitschek 
Is Arrested 

From News Dispatches 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec. 
14 — Brazil’s military-domi- 
nated government invoked 
sweeping new powers to- 
day, arresting editors and 
politicians. 

Former President Juseelino 
Kubitschek was apprehended 
at a theater where 'he was to 
give a graduation address. 
Carlos Lacerda, former gov- 
ernor of the state that includes 
Rio, also was reported under 
arrest. 

Police shot down the door 
of the opposition newspaper 
Correio da Manila, arrested 
superintendent Osvaldo Pe- 
ralva and replaced him with 
four censors. Some newspaper 
editors were impounded in 
Sao Paulo. 

Censorship Imposed 

All papers appeared this 
evening, but with most news 
and all comment on the do- 
mestic crisis exorcized. Out- 
going cables were censored. 
The move was the most mas- 
ive interference with the press 
since the military coup of 1964. 

Following that coup, Gen. 
Humberto Castello Branco as- 
sumed the presidency and 
purged all politicians asso- 
ciated with the popularly 
elected President Joao Gou- 
lart. 

At that time, the military 
dictated a newly designed con- 
gress, consisting of two houses 
and two parties — one pro-gov- 
ernment and the other slightly 
less so. 

Softening of Powers 

Almost two years ago, a new 
constitution softened some- 
what the absolute powers al- 
lowed Castello Branco, and the 
congress elected Gen. Arthur 
da Costa Silva as president. 

Yesterday Costa e Silva de-| 



creed another institutional ac- 
tion, broader than those of 
1964, and recessed the con- 
gress. He moved after the sup- 
posedly controlled congress 
voted 216 to 141 to deny the 
government’s request that the 
immunity of a defiant deputy 
be lifted. 

■ Deputy Marcio Moreira 
Alves had spoken in the lower 
house against the military. 

Justice . Minister Luis Anto- 
nio Gamma e Silva, informing 
the nation last night on tele- 
vision of the emergency meas- 
ures, said: 

“Various information 
sources show unequivocally 
that revolutionary war, that 
acts of subversion, were in- 
creasing ail the time, until 
they reached the very doors of 
the national parliament, 
through members of the gov- 
ernment.” 

This referred to over 70 
members of the government 
party who joined in throwing 
out the demand that Moreira 
Alves be tried for insulting the 
armed forces. 

Recently the apathetic atti- 
tude of Brazilians and most of 
the press toward the govern- 
ment has sharpened— spurred 
by student demonstrations and 
by libertarian stands among 
the progressives in the church 
hierarchy of this Catholic 
country. 

Despite the buildup of criti- 
cism, there were no reports of 
any violent response today to 
the latest' government inter- 
vention. 

People in this former capital 
turned to the beaches and the 
soccer fields, only the military 
helicopters over the sands of 
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Ipanema indicating anything 
amiss. 

From the showplace interior 
capital of Brasilia came re- 
ports that political enemies of 
President Costa e Silva were 
fleeing the country. 

The President’s institutional 
act, signed by all his ministers, 
allows him to: 

• Lift political rights of of- 
ficeholders for 10 years. 

•Call a state of siege and 
fix its duration. 

• Suspend habeas corpus in 
political crime cases. 

• Seize goods of persons 
“who illicitly enriched them 
selves” while holding elective 
office. This phrasing was last 
used when the Castello Branco 
government lifted the political 



rights of Kubitschek, who was 
president from 1954 through 
1960. 

The decree yesterday de 
dared that if properties taken 
are found to be legitimately 
obtained, “they will be re 
turned.” 

Included in the act is the 
statement that none of its pro- 
visions is subject to judicial re- 
view. 

No accurate estimate was 
available of how many persons 
had been arrested, because 



censors in many cases were 
preventing publication of the 
names. 

Many observers of Brazil- 
ian affairs saw the new de- , 
cree as a development cpiirA 
sistent with the “ revolution ” 
of 1964. 

Although 'the generals con- 
sistently refer to the coup df 
April 1, 1964, as the revolu- 
tion,, what took, place could 
better be described as a coun- 
terrevolution. ' , . v 

The nation of over 8Q mil- 
lion people and territory 
equivalent- to the continental 
United States has always suf- 
fered political instability. . 

Chronic Problems 

When the chronic problems , 
of inflation and upper-class i 
resistance to development pro- 1 
grams confronted Goulart, hej 
attempted to obtain support j 
from the labor unions. 

This polarized the electorate 
and brought in the military — : 
i Which traditionally has served 
as the ultimate political ar- 
biter. 

Goulart’s bid for popular | 
resistance went unanswered 
and he was driven to exile in 
Uruguay. Among the most 
severe critics of Goulart was 
Lincoln Gordon, then ambas- 
sador to Brazil and now Pres- 
ident of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. 

Gordon has since described 
the Goulart regime as hope- 
lessly inept at administration 
and subject 'to Communist in- 
fluence. 

The Castello Branco govern- 
ment, on the other hand, made 
no effort to obtain popular 
support but instituted — under 
internationally known econ- 
omist Roberto Campos — ef- 
forts. to end inflation by re- 
ducing and rationalizing gov- 
ernment spending.. ' j 

Inflation Remains 

Campos went out when . 
Costa e Silva came in, and in- j 
flation remains a severe prob- ' 
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letti. - Basic- such;' as 

expansion of university : edu- 
catioii, are yet to be under- 
taken. .j 

There are about 200,000- uni- 
versity students giving Brazil 
one of the world’s lowest ra- 
tios of graduates to total pop- 
ulation. Except in some cities, 
there is no public school sys- 
tem. 

Costa e Siiva’s election by 
the congress was intended as 
a step toward gradual return 
to popular participation in 
government. 

Both Castello Branco and 
Costa e Silva are known to 
have resisted many stringent 
demands from the behind-t-he- 
scene Cabinet, the troop com- 
manders;; > ; - - c 

At the same time, the -gov- 
ernment party has attempted 
to modify the more authori- 
tarian demands of the gov- 
ernment. Thus when the con- 
gress was -suspended briefly 
two years ago, deputies ...from 
the National ^Renovating Al- 
liance party played a role in 
reopening it. 

On the other hand, the con- 




gress,; land--’ thus the govern- 
ment. party, has never had 
much power. 

One political scientist, a 
long-time resident of Brazil, 
has described the congress as 
“a brokerage firm for petty pa- 
tronage and prok.” 

The significance of the vote 
against the goernment Thurs- 
day may be that even this lim- 
ited legislature chose to voice 
dissent — which the goernment 
has again proved itself un- 
ready to tolerate. 



